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Xalisco, la voz de un pueblo en el siglo XVI. Edited by Thomas Calvo.

(Mexico: Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropologia
Social y Centro de Estudios de Mexico y Centroamerica, 1993. 213 pp. Map,
notes. Price not available.)

In editing these documents produced by the elders of the large town
of Xalisco, in the region of Nayarit, Thomas Calvo confronts one of the most
difficult questions that colonialists face: how to interpret these arcane legal
materials so as to understand the life of an Indian community. The accurate
interpretation of these materials is complex because the words of the Tecuel
speaking people of Xalisco were translated into Nahuatl (which is also
reproduced here), and encased in the formalities demanded by the Spanish
legal system.
The leading role of Xalisco can be measured by the fact that the town
came to give its name to the entire region. Town elders, and probably also the
Franciscan friars, produced these documents during the last three decades of
the sixteenth century, in an effort to halt the relative debilitation of Xalisco in
relation to its neighbors.
Calvo has provided us with his ideas on reading these repetitious
petitions, accounts, and the presentation of witnesses about five different
matters: the boundaries between Xalisco and its dependencies and those of the
town of modern Sentispac, the location and personnel of a Franciscan convent,
depredations of the encomendero, Cristobal de On.ate, the illegal activities of
a second-generation non-Nahuatl speaking cacique, and accounts of the
community's funds. Publication of this intelligently and thoroughly annotated
collection of manuscripts was inspired by their recent discovery in the
Biblioteca Publica de Jalisco. The decision to publish this edition was made

